
Subtraction 

Year Objective Concrete Pictorial Abstract 
1 Taking 

away ones 

  

4 – 2 = 2 

1 Counting 
back 

 
 

   

Put 13 in your head, count back 4. What 
number are you at? Use your fingers to 
help. 

1 Find the 
difference 

 

 

 

Hannah has 8 goldfish. Helen has 3 
goldfish. Find the difference between the 
number of goldfish the girls have. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subtraction 

2 Column 
method 
without 
regrouping 

Base 10 will support conceptual 
understanding of number initially before 
progressing to place value counters. 
 

 

 
 
 

Part-whole and bar models will provide a good visual as 
children progress from pictorial representations to 

abstract. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subtraction 

3+ Column 
method 
with 
regrouping 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Subtraction 

 

Part-whole and bar models will provide a good visual as 
children progress from pictorial representations to 

abstract. 
 

  

4, 5 
and 
6 

Consolidate understanding using numbers with more than 3 digits and extend by subtracting numbers up to 3 decimal places.  
 
Be mindful that concrete and pictorial representation will continue to support conceptual understanding for new learning and are good for retrieval.  
Some learners in higher year groups will still need to use concrete resources and pictorial representations in lessons so adaptive practice will be needed to ensure 
all children can access the learning. 

 


